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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



M 1 . A method of automatically identifyi/ig a write protect status of a computer 

diskette, comprising the acts of: 
5 interacting with the computer diskette to jjroduce a failure code indicative of the write 

protect status; and 

identifying the write protect status of thjk computer diskette based on the failure code. 
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2. The method of claim 1 , comp/ising the act of identifying a media type and storage 



10 ""M area of the computer diskette. 



3. The method of claim 1 , wherein the act of interacting with the computer diskette 



O comprises the act of interacting with a ndin-storage area of the computer diskette. 

m 



15 4. The method of claim 3 ,/wherein the act of interacting with the non-storage area 

comprises the act of attempting to wrfte data to the non-storage area. 
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5 . The method of claim/ 1 , wherein the act of interacting with the computer diskette 
comprises the acts of: 

reading data from a storage Ideation of the computer diskette; and 
attempting to write the data bick to the computer diskette. 
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fy\ 6. The method of claim 1 , wherein the act of interacting with the computer diskette 
to produce the failure code comprises the act of generating a write protect failure code if the 
write protect status of the computer diskette is write protected. 



7. The method of claim 1, wherein th/ acts of interacting with the computer diskette 
and identifying the write protect status are perfoj/hied upon receipt of an access request to the 
computer diskette. 
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8. The method of claim 7, con/prising the act of receiving the access request from a 
remote computer. 

9. The method of claim l/ wherein the acts of interacting with the computer diskette 
and identifying the write protect status are performed upon insertion of the computer diskette into 
a disk drive. 

10. A method of identifying a write protect status of a removable media, comprising 
the acts of: 

seeking to a location beyond the storage area of the removable media; 



attempting to write d; 
evaluating a failure a 



a to the removable media at the location; 
de produced by the attempted write; and 



identifying the write/protect status of the removable media based on the failure code. 
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1 1 . The method of claim 10, comprising the act of identifying a media type of the 
removable media. / 

12. The method of claim 1 1/ wherein the act of identifying the media type comprises 
the act of identifying a storage rang^of the removable media. 

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the acts of seeking, attempting to write data, 
evaluating the failure code, arid identifying the write protect status are initiated automatically 
upon insertion of the removable media into a media drive. 

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the acts of seeking, attempting to write data, 
evaluating the failure code, and identifying the write protect status are initiated by a remote 
computer. / 

15. The method of claim 14, comprising processing an access request from the remote 
computer for access to the removable media. 

16. / The method of claim 10, wherein the act of attempting to write data causes the 
failure code to be a write protect error if the write protect status of the removable media is write 
protected/ 
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17. The method of claim 10, wherein/the act of attempting to write data causes the 
failure code to be an invalid write error if the \frite protect status of the removable media is not 
write protected. 



5 18. The method of identifying a write protect status of a removable media, comprising 

the acts of: 

reading data from the removable media at a storage location; 

2 attempting to write the data black to the removable media; and 

l*j / 

identifying the write proteq/t status of the removable media as write protected if a write 
10 SJ protect error code is observed. 
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19. The method of Claim 1 8, wherein the acts of reading data, attempting to write the 
data, and identifying the write protect status are initiated automatically upon insertion of the 
removable media into a media drive. 

20. The methon of claim 18, wherein the acts of reading data, attempting to write the 
data, and identifying the write protect status are initiated by a remote computer. 
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21. Theme 



computer for access to 



od of claim 20, comprising processing an access request from the remote 
the removable media. 
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22. The method of claim 1 8, where/n the act of attempting to write the data causes the 
write protect failure code if the removable midia is write protected. 

23 . The method of claim 1 8, wherein the act of attempting to write the data succeeds 
if the removable media is not write protected. 

24. The method of claii 
the act of attempting to rewrite the 




'l8, wherein the act of attempting to write the data comprises 
f data over the data existing at the storage location. 
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